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2nd Seoul International Forum for Literature Brings the World’s Literary Giants to Korea to Discuss “Writing for Peace” 

Sponsored Jointly by the Daesan Foundation and the Korean Culture & Arts Foundation, the Forum will be Held May 24 ~ 26, 2005 at the Sejong Center for the Performing Arts

Seoul, KOREA – February 18, 2005 –  For 3 days this spring, from May 24 through May 26, the Convention Center and Conference Hall of Seoul’s Sejong Center for the Performing Arts will be transformed into an arena of world-class intellectual exchange.  In this time of conflict and war, the 2nd Seoul International Forum for Literature promises to bring together literary giants from over a dozen countries to mull over and discuss the meaning of  “Writing for Peace.”  What role can/should literature play in the seemingly endless struggle for global peace and prosperity?  

This overarching theme of  “Writing for Peace” will be divided into 13 subcategories:  Human Values and Political Change / The Idea of Perpetual Peace / East Asian Ideas of World Order / Ideals of Peace in the Korean Tradition / Power, Human Values and Political Order; Dictatorships, Wars and Peace / Peace and Difference: Gender, Race, Religion / Literature and Human Universality / Technological Change and the Globalization of Communication / Varieties of Modernity in the World / Varieties of Western Modernity / Commonality of East Asian Cultures; Past, Present and Future / Poverty and the Stratification of the World / Ecology, Sustainable Growth and Literature.

Can the wildly divergent realities of the “West” and the rest of the world ever be reconciled? How should artists utilize the ever-changing media through which literature can now be shared?  Is it possible to formulate a new cultural paradigm tailored to the 21st century that will be able to help mend the rifts that currently dominate our global society?

Almost five years have gone by since September 2000’s successful 1st Seoul International Forum for Literature.  (The theme of this first forum, attended by Nobel Prize winner Wole Soyinka and French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu, was “Writing Across Boundaries.”)  This year’s upcoming 2nd Forum has already been in the making for eighteen months, under the supervision of an organizational  committee chaired by Uchang Kim, emeritus professor of English at Korea University and renowned literary critic. 
It is hoped that the groundbreaking scale of this year’s Forum for Literature, the fruit of a collaboration between Shin Chang-jae, Chairman of the Daesan Foundation, and Hyun Gi-young, president of the Korean Culture & Arts Foundation, will set a precedent for future international cultural events and exchanges held in Korea.  The Forum will also provide an invaluable opportunity for Korean literature to finally begin staking its claim on the international scene, making possible a true intellectual exchange between Korean authors and some of the literary world’s best and brightest.  

- more -

 ( Over twenty prominent members of the international literary community will be coming to Seoul from all over the globe to attend the 2nd Seoul International Forum for Literature.  A number of these overseas participants are listed below.

America
Robert Hass (1941- ), former Poet Laureate.

Robert Coover (1932- ), author of The Origin of the Brunists, etc., well known for being at the vanguard of ‘hyperfiction.’

Gary Snyder (1930- ), leading American poet, internationally acclaimed for his ‘environmental poetry’ 
Masao Miyoshi , professor of literature at the University of California, San Diego

Chile

Luis Sepulveda (1949 - ) political activist and author of international bestseller, The Old Man Who Read Love Stories

China

Mo Yan (1955- ) longtime member of the PLA and author of Red Sorghum


Bei Dao (1949- ) poet-in-exile 

Cuba

Leonardo Padura Fuentes (1955 - ) essayist, critic, and novelist; author of Adios Hemingway

England
Margaret Drabble (1939- ), author of The Red Queen, a historical novel set in Korea.

France

Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clezio (1940- ), author of Mondo and Other Stories, etc. and living legend of contemporary French literature

Jean Baudrillard (1929- ) philosopher, social theorist, and author of The Perfect Crime, etc.



Jacques Attali (1943- ) leading economist, scholar, and former presidential advisor

Germany 
Wolf Biermann (1936- ) singer-songwriter and political activist
Thomas Brussig (1965- ) original author of film Goodbye Lenin
Hungary
Tibor Meray (1924- ) wartime correspondent for the North during the Korean War, author of That Day in Budapest 

Japan

Oe Kenzaburo (1935- ), author of The Silent Cry and recipient of the 1994 Nobel Prize for Literature. 



Hasumi Shigehiko (1936- ), literary critic and former president of Tokyo University. 

Kenya 
Ngugi Wa Thiongo (1938- ), author of numerous novels, short stories, plays, and essays both in English and in his native tongue of Kikuyu

Norway
Erling Kittelsen (1946- ) poet and novelist, author of In Heaven
Russia 
Vera Galaktionova  novelist
Turkey
Orhan Pamuk (1952- ) author of Snow and The New Life 
( Korea’s own writers, critics, poets, and scholars will also take active roles as both speakers and discussants. Uchang Kim (김우창) , Baek Nak-cheong (백낙청), Yu Jong-ho (유종호), Hyun Gi-young (현기영), Hwang Seok-young (황석영), Choi Jang-jip (최장집), Bok Geo-il (복거일), Ko Un (고은), Oh Jung-hee (오정희), Kim Seong-kon (김성곤), Kim Young-ha (김영하), Kim Seung-hui (김승희), Hwang Ji-woo (황지우), Choi Yun (최윤), Kim Yeon-su (김연수), Kim Kwang-kyu (김광규), Choi Won-sik (최원식), Park I-mun (박이문), Gong Seon-ok (공선옥), Jang Hoi-ik (장회익 )

- more -

( The Daesan Foundation plans to compile all papers presented at this year’s forum into a published volume of proceedings, which will then be made available to the general public in Korean and in English.

( In order to facilitate understanding and interaction between all forum participants and audience members, simultaneous translation will be provided in Korean, English, French, and/or each relevant author’s native tongue.  In addition to the main forum individual authors may also hold book readings, lectures, and smaller symposiums organized on a case-by-case basis by universities, culture/arts publications, media outlets, and publishers.

###

For more information, please contact the Daesan Foundation at 82-(0)2- 725-5418 or daesan@daesan.or.kr


About the Daesan Foundation
The Daesan Foundation is a private organization that was established in 1992 under the auspices of Kyobo Life  in accordance with the wishes of Yong-Ho Shin, the founder of Kyobo Life Insurance Co., Ltd.  The goal of the Daesan Foundation is to promote education, foster creativity, preserve and celebrate Korean culture, and further international cultural exchange.  Daesan supports a wide range of different projects of public interest.  For more information, go to http://daesan.or.kr
About The Korean Culture & Arts Foundation

The Korean Culture and Arts Foundation is a public organization that was founded in 1973 with the aim of promoting activities relevant to the enrichment of Korean culture and arts.  For the past three decades, the KCAF has assisted research and funded activities in fields such as literature, visual arts, music, dance, theater, film, traditional arts, photography, and architecture.  For more information, go to http://www.kcaf.co.kr
